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”Todd Selby is becoming a kind of Horst of the hip set” — The New York Times

“When shooting a portrait for a magazine, a photographer generally tries to capture a single iconic moment through their subject's
expression. Wouldn't an authentic look at the person through a revealing look at the environment in which they choose to live be
that much better? Their books, artwork, personal collections, furniture, and pets, are just a few of the myriad items that describe
and reflect who people really are.”

—Todd Selby on the “The Selby is in your Place”

The Selby is in your Place started in June 2008 with this simple premise: exploring the ways one’s personal space
reflects one’s personality and documenting creative people in their creative environments.

Todd set out to photograph and document his friends in their respective environments on a daily basis and began
recording these sessions on his website, aptly named The Selby (www.theselby.com). Friends were soon followed
by friends of friends —authors, actors, curators, directors, painters, performers and designers, all filmed and
photographed in their odd, fun, quirky, bohemian, clean, colorful, messy, irreverent, intimate, and always surprising
spaces. By mid-summer, the site was garnering up to 35,000 hits a day, its subjects spanning New York, Los Angeles,
Paris, Philadelphia, Mexico, Sydney and London.

With an artist's eye for detail, The Selby offers an insider's view of creative people in their creative spaces.

Free of heavy cosmetic touch-ups and staged sets, each session becomes a collaborative experience where subjects
spontaneously assist in art directing the shoot, and often find themselves telling stories about their favorite things before
a small video camera. As such, a session typically unfolds over the course of a few hours, incorporating both film and
photographic elements, and leading up to a candid handwritten Q&A conversation between Todd and his subject, always
touching on interests and quirky anecdotes during the session. The hand written conversation is later scanned and posted
online, along with the photographs and the video recording. A watercolor rendition of the person will then complete the
portrait.

Current editorial collaborators include French Vogue, Vogue Hommes International and The New York Times T
Magazine. Abrams is publishing a 300 page book of The Selby’s work that will be released worldwide April 2010.

Colette, the cult Parisian concept store, has recently hosted the first The Selby solo show. Watercolors, videos
installations, small photographs and large-size panoramic portraits were displayed throughout the 8,000-square-foot
boutique and gallery on rue Saint-Honoré. For the Colette show, Todd embarked on an eight-day marathon journey in
Paris, photographing twenty people in just over a weeks time, including artist Xavier Veilhan, pastry chef Pierre
Hermeé, shoe designer Christian Louboutin, interior architect Jacques Grange, as well as Lanvin Homme’s
Lucas Ossendrijver.
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My Home, My Self: Photography as Art Project

TODD SELBY, a photographer based in New York, is becoming a kind of Horst of the hip set:
an environmental portraitist of Williamsburg and Silver Lake society. Since the summer, Mr.
Selby, 31, has been shooting his mostly young, mostly good-looking subjects — movie
directors, fashion models and designers, painters, writers, indie magazine editors — in their
homes in New York and Los Angeles (and, more recently, London and Mexico). The results are
posted on a Web site, theselby.com, and will be exhibited next spring at Colette, the Paris
boutique.

Mr. Selby started the project, he
said, because of his curiosity about
the ways personal space reflects
personality. “I'll see an interesting
character and think, what does their
apartment look like?” he said. The
answers vary, of course, but most of
the places in these pictures, like
their inhabitants, are attractive in a
seemingly offhand way (even when,
like their inhabitants, they have
been carefully put together).
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Often, Mr. Selby hears about a
compelling home through friends, and after a cursory visit he sets up a shoot — a process, he
says, that is loose and collaborative. “It’s their opportunity to tell the world what they’re all
about,” Mr. Selby said. “ “This is my favorite book’; ‘this is a picture of me and my mom.’ I
think it’s really exciting to them.”

Several people photographed for the project know one another, and most confess they check
the site regularly to see whose interiors have been added (there are now around 60 on the site,
which has been growing by about three a week).

Mr. Selby’s own apartment, in Manhattan, has not made an appearance. A self-described
maximalist, he said he has scaled back on flea market visits since beginning the project and
being exposed to so much stuff. “I see people who have these amazing collections and I love it,”
he said, “but I love coming home to a blank slate.”

He is content to live vicariously through the homes of his subjects, he said. Here, a few offer
their own takes on their personal spaces and the things that fill them.



Ceramic Ponies and Blown Glass in the
Kitchen: When Collections Overflow

As an interior designer who works primarily
with young, affluent bohemian clients, Ryan
Korban says he has developed his own
“downtown” decorating style. “It’s a mixture
of 1970s Italian, which is similar to
midcentury but sexier and more polished,”
he said, “and traditional ism century.” He is
big on brass lamps, full-length mirrors,
chunky antique furniture and eccentric
curios, as evidenced by his own 550-square-

foot studio apartment in SoHo.

Mr. Korban, 24, created a small, set-off living area with a pair of Federal-style chairs — for
which he had powder blue tufted cushions made — and a sleek update of a Porter floor lamp.
Elsewhere, he spruced up “a horrible rental kitchen” by replacing the plastic cabinet hardware
with brushed nickel handles, painting the walls chalkboard gray, and adding unlikely
decorative items, like a ceramic pony on a wooden lacquer pedestal, a porcelain blue-and-
white Chinese urn atop the fridge, and blown-glass pastry stands from Sur la Table. “I collect
these things and I run out of space to put them,” Mr. Korban said. “So I decided to put things
in spaces where you wouldn’t expect. I left them there for a few days and it worked.”

Bringing Fashion to the Bathroom
Walls

Last spring, when the bathroom of his
apartment was being redone, Brian
Lichtenberg suggested a design to his landlord.
“I thought it would be cool to do it like
Givenchy,” he said, referring to the fashion
label’s blocky geometric logo, which is now
rendered in black tile in his shower. Mr.
Lichtenberg, 29, is a self-taught fashion
designer with an eponymous label of his own, | b %

and he has also incorporated elements of his

design work throughout the three-bedroom apartment he rents on the top floor of a 1920s
house in the Silver Lake area of Los Angeles. The walls of a second bathroom, for example, are
painted in a red, yellow and blue drip style, a design he developed for a hooded sweatshirt (the
colors drip from the hood). He describes his aesthetic, in both fashion and dEcor, as “stark and
minimal, but graphic and colorful,” though his at-home showroom is plain white: “White
clears your head,” he said. He liked being part of Mr. Selby’s project, he added, mainly because
“it was a good excuse to make the apartment tidy and nice.”




‘20,000 Leagues Under the Sea,” and
Below That, the Basement

! Adam Wallacavage, a 39-year-old artist

~ known for his elaborate and bizarre

- chandeliers, thinks of his brownstone home
in Philadelphia as “an ongoing art piece.”

¥ What he describes as an “eccentric, Victorian-
| style” dEcor actually verges on the
otherworldly. For instance, he created a

| ground-floor dining room reminiscent of an
undersea realm, with a ship’s porthole
looking into a sunroom, aquamarine walls
and a chandelier he made from cast plaster
with octopus tentacles for arms. Smaller
tentacled fixtures nearby repeat the motif. Mr. Wallacavage, whose recent show at the Jonathan
LeVine Gallery in New York was dominated by nautical themes, wanted a space with a “20,000
Leagues Under the Sea” look, he said, and this house seemed an ideal place for it. “When I called the
Realtor about this space eight years ago, he told me the basement looks like a ship, and I knew that’s
the house I wanted,” he said. “There was a piano, a bar, portholes and ship paintings.”

These days, the basement is his work space, its floors given over to bags of plaster, its rafters teeming
with ornate picture frames. “I just collect things, like picture frames,” he said. “When I don’t know
what to do with them, I’ll stick them in my basement.”

Mr. Wallacavage recently rented the house out as a backdrop for a magazine photo shoot; Todd Selby
was the photographer, which is how he discovered the space. “It was nice to see the house through
someone else’s eyes,” Mr. Wallacavage said.

Poetry Student Who Can’t Stop
Collecting

“In terms of my decorating style, I love stufft,”
Chase Cohl said. “I love really unique and
special stuff.” Ms. Cohl, a 21-year-old poetry
student at the New School, has a simple
theory about accumulation and dEcor: “If you
pick up things that your personality is drawn
to everywhere you go, you're bound to have
an interesting space.”

The living room of the two-bedroom apartment
array of items, including a zebra-print rug, a bat
end table and a vintage floor lamp with beaded tringe, bought at a local antiques shop. She

found most of her furnishings, in fact, at antiques shops and flea markets (the Rose Bowl market in
Pasadena is a favorite), except for the bed, which her mother picked out at ABC Carpet & Home.

“She said, ‘It might be really cool to have a plain bed because all of your other stuff is crazy,” ” said Ms.

Cohl, who nevertheless put a pair of painted papier-m,chE lips (another antiques store find) above the
headboard.

Several people have praised her style since the photographs of her apartment appeared on Todd
Selby’s Web site, Ms. Cohl said, and while she is flattered, she isn’t taking it too seriously. “It’s not like
I pride myself on the fact that I can put a chair next to a lamp and make it look O.K.”



Unfettered Actress’s Well-
Furnished Lair

- Krysten Ritter, a model-turned-actress
» who co-stars in the coming movie

~ “Confessions of a Shopaholic,” doesn’t
. see herself as the domestic type. “I'm a
girl on the go,” she said. “I own six
pieces of clothing and one piece of
furniture.”

Luckily, Ms. Ritter, 26, has made up for
this lack by renting an apartment in a
striking house built in 1980 by the
architect Dion Neutra (son of Richard),
and sharing it with an interior designer
roommate, Lauren Bratman. Ms. Bratman, 29, decorated in a style she described as “bohemian
vintage,” filling the house, in the Silver Lake area of Los Angeles, with pieces like brass and leather
kitchen barstools from the 1970s (picked up for $80 at a vintage store in Westwood), a ’60s-era one-
piece teal sofa ($500 at an estate sale), an Art Deco coffee table that she refinished ($100 at an estate
sale), and a digital reproduction of a William Eggleston photograph that dominates a living room wall.
Ms. Ritter’s contribution is “Guitarlos,” an acoustic guitar painted with a woman’s face; it was found by
an ex-boyfriend on the streets of Brooklyn, where Ms. Ritter lived prior to moving to Los Angeles last
year, and now hangs near the kitchen.

“This is by far the coolest place I've ever lived,” Ms. Ritter said of the wood-shingled home, which has a
pool, a Jacuzzi, a fireplace and three big bedroom closets for her clothes. “Every day I'm, like, really? Is
this really our house?”

In a Tattoo Parlor, an Antique
Settee and Rifle-Target Wallpaper

In a few cases, Todd Selby photographed
his subjects’ work spaces rather than
their homes, because these were the
places into which they had “put all their
creative output.” Scott Campbell’s Saved
Tattoo parlor in Williamsburg, Brooklyn,
is the opposite of the cramped, dimly
lighted aesthetic of most ink emporiums.
Housed in the 2,000-square-foot ground
floor of a warehouse, it has the bright,
airy feel of an art-filled loft apartment.
Mr. Campbell, 31, lives in a studio
apartment a few blocks away that he says
has a similar feel on a smaller scale.

He used to run a combination tattoo studio and antiques shop nearby, and his love of old things is
obvious here. He works on clients in an area furnished with an antique dresser and settee, and he
installed subway tile and an old-fashioned sink in the bathroom. For that room’s wallpaper, he used
rifle targets bought in his native Louisiana; bullet cartridges embedded in a Lucite toilet seat extend
the theme. Mr. Campbell said the studio is meant to be welcoming and comfortable — home-like, in
fact —“because obviously getting a tattoo is stressful.”
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designers Chase Cohl and Alexander Wang let Selby take
snapshots of their creative spaces

Photography
Photographer Todd Selby takes shots of his eccentric group of friends at home,
and their quirky possessions, for his addictive website, Theselby.com. Poke
around Erin Wasson’s Manhattan warehouse, Alexander Wang’s minimalist
office and Peaches Geldof’s new NY digs, or tour Tom Wolfe’s dandy-ish abode
(complete with dapper table lamp with white fedora shade). Catch Selby’s
exhibition, The Selby is in Your Place, at Colette, Paris, until May 2. CS



BL.OG.

DEVINE
QUI VIENT
STIOOTTER

PLUS DE 30000 PERSONNES
CONSULTENT CE BLOG CHAQUE
JOUR: RENDEZ-VOUS SUR WWW.
THESELBY.COM, [\ VITEZ-VOUS
CHEZ EUX ET VISITEZ DANS LES
MOINDRES DETAILS L'INTERIEUR
DES GENS LES PLUS COQLS.

Vous étes beaux, artistes, lead'op (leader d'opinion) et, en plus,
vous avez un joli “chez vous”? Attendez-vous a figurer bientot

dans le tableau de chasse de Todd Selby. Lorsque ce photographe
américain, bien connu des services de Dazed & Confused et
d'Another Magazine, s'empare d'une proie, il ne la lache plus, avant
de lui avoir tiré le portrait, de I'avoir dessinée a l'aquarelle, interviewée
et d'avoir disséqué les moindres détails de son appartement.

Une aubaine pour le visiteur du blog (www.theselby.com),

qui se délectera a I'idée de pénétrer dans le loft d'Erin Wasson,
celui de Peaches Geldof entourée de ses copines, ou encore

dans le studio d'Alexander Wang, comme s'il y avait été invité.

UNE MINE D’IDEES DECO

Du voyeurisme de qualité 100 % assumée et autorisée par

la personne photographiée. Le résultat est si bluffant qu'on
donnerait cher pour étre sur la liste. Nous sommes loin des photos
de décoration lifestyle privilégiant plutét I'ordre, la propreté

et interdisant la présence des propriétaires des lieux. Dans The Selby,
plus c'est Verdun, mieux c'est. Les proprios jouent le jeu, acceptant
les intrusions dans les recoins les plus intimes de leur appartement.
Todd Selby montre tout, de la cuvette des toilettes en passant

par la chambre a coucher, les ceuvres d'art ou les mots doux

qui trainent. Cet exercice de style en dit long sur la personne
photographiée et représente une mine d'idées déco pour le bloggeur.
Apres plusieurs sessions a Brooklyn, Londres, Los Angeles

et Manhattan, il vient de terminer une tournée parisienne, passant

au peigne fin les univers d'’André, de Pierre Hermé, Xavier

Veilhan, Christian Louboutin, Jérome Sans ou Nadége Winter.
Photographiée par Todd Selby, méme I'assiette de cacahuétes

de Frédéric Beigbeder prend alors |'allure d'une ceuvre d'art.

www.theselby.com
Une exposition aura lieu chez Colette du 1 avril au 2 mai.



Lorsque Todd Selby s'immisce chez eux,
aucun détail ne lui échappe. Ici, quelques
extraits de son blog (www.theselby.com).
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Helena Christensen
a fait sa premicre
couzerture de Vogue
1vayvingtans.
Aujourd’hui, clle vit a
New York dans un
unreers singulier, rempl
d'images ct d'histoires
sans parvles. Son
appartement est un
«QOIk I Progress»,
unc installation d’art
brut qui zeflete son
gout pour la brocante,
¢s zoyages, la
lumicre floutée ctles
paysages intericurs.
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Paul Banks, le chanteur




